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Good morning Chairman Schumer, Ranking Member Alexander and members of the
Committee

Thank you for the opportunity to testify before the Senate Committee on Rules and
Administration. It has been an honor to serve as a Commissioner on the U.S. Election
Assistance Commission (EAC) for the past two and a half years. My background,
working in elections first in Maryland and then at the Committee on House
Administration, has served me well in my time at the EAC. As a Commissioner | have
worked with my fellow Commissioners and staff to fulfill our mandates under the Help
America Vote Act (2002) and provide assistance to State and local election officials. |
look forward to working with my fellow Commissioner Donetta Davidson, Mr. Hicks, Ms.
Perez, EAC staff and all of our stakeholders.

Thank you and | look forward to any questions you may have.
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Chairman Schumer, Ranking Member Alexander and members of the Committee

Thank you for holding this hearing to consider my nomination to serve a second term on the U.S Election
Assistance Commission (EAC). It has been an honor to serve on the Commission for the past two and a
half years. | want to thank President Obama for re-nominating me as an EAC Commissioner. | also
thank Speaker Boehner for his support and recommendation to the President that | serve a second term
on the Commission. Many of you may already know me, because of my position as a sitting
Commissioner, or my previous position as staff to the House Administration Committee. For those who
may not, | would like briefly to review my background for the Committee.

My interest and experience in the area of elections began with my work in Maryland. As a policy advisor
to the Governor, | was responsible for providing advice and guidance on federal and state election law
issues, including the newly-enacted Help America Vote Act (HAVA) of 2002. | extended my study and
expertise of election law when serving as elections counsel for Ranking Member Vern Ehlers on the
Committee on House Administration.

EAC is an independent, bipartisan commission charged with adopting voluntary voting system guidelines,
developing guidance to meet HAVA requirements, accrediting voting system test laboratories and
certifying voting equipment, and serving as a national clearinghouse of information on election
administration to assist states in meeting HAVA’s requirements.

One of EAC's most important responsibilities is the operation of its voluntary federal voting system testing
and certification program. When | became Chair of the EAC, the agency had yet to certify any voting
systems. During my tenure as Chair of EAC, | made it a priority to work with my fellow Commissioners
and staff to ensure our testing and certification division had the resources necessary to move voting
systems through the process. Because of this effort, voting systems were certified and ready for use by
states and localities during the 2010 federal election cycle. EAC successfully certified four voting systems
during my time as Chair, and an additional two systems and two modifications have been certified since
then.

Our clearinghouse is an area where the Commission provides a conduit for the exchange of information
regarding the administration of elections. As a Commissioner, | worked with my colleagues to improve
our clearinghouse by collecting best practices in the industry and share them with our stakeholders.
Topics covered in the clearinghouse include voting system reports, contingency plans and information
about community partnerships.

In the decade since HAVA was enacted, | have found it rewarding to work on election law and policy at
the state and federal level. | look forward to working with my fellow Commissioner Donetta Davidson, Ms.
Perez, Mr. Hicks, EAC staff and all of our stakeholders.

Again thank you and | look forward to any questions you may have.


http://www.eac.gov/testing_and_certification/voluntary_voting_system_guidelines.aspx
http://www.eac.gov/search/
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