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Neil Chilson is a senior research fellow at the Center for Growth and Opportunity at Utah State 
University (CGO). CGO researches how key institutions in society can ignite economic growth and 
increase the opportunity for everyone to improve their lives.

Chilson is a lawyer, computer scientist, and author of the book Getting Out of Control: Emergent 
Leadership in a Complex World. He studies and promotes the conditions that best enable technol-
ogy to create widespread human prosperity and abundance. His areas of expertise include artificial 
intelligence, online privacy and digital free speech, and Federal Trade Commission matters, includ-
ing antitrust and consumer protection.

Chilson was previously the senior research fellow for technology and innovation at Stand Together, 
where he guided technology policy-related grantmaking, scholarship, and education efforts to 
understand and promote the legal and cultural paradigms that best enable people to discover, 
innovate, and improve all our lives.

Before Stand Together, Chilson was the acting Chief Technologist at the Federal Trade Commission, 
where he focused on the economics of privacy and blockchain-related issues. Previously, he was an 
attorney advisor to acting FTC Chairman Maureen K. Ohlhausen. In both roles he advised Chairman 
Ohlhausen and worked with staff on nearly every major technology-related case, report, workshop, 
or other FTC proceeding since January 2014. Neil joined the FTC from telecommunications firm 
Wilkinson Barker Knauer, LLP. 

Chilson is frequently quoted by the press and his work has appeared in numerous news outlets, in-
cluding The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post, USA Today, National Review, and Newsweek. 
He has a J.D. from The George Washington University Law School, an M.S. in computer science 
from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, and a B.S. in computer science from Harding 
University.
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